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2020 Walkley Young Australian Journalist of the Year Awards
Coverage of Community and Regional Affairs

This category is open only to journalists working in the suburban or regional media and
recognises their role in reporting on and informing their local communities. Regional
media shall be taken to include all suburban outlets within major metro centres through to
regional and remote outlets. Entrants must be based in the communities they are covering.
The particular importance of stories to the community or region concerned will count as a
judging criterion.

WINNER: Sherryn Groch, The Canberra Times, “Culture of fear: Canberra private school
engulfed by bullying allegations”

Judges’ comment: This meticulous investigation demonstrated
determined reporting and courageous storytelling. Groch has built
significant trust with a wide range of sources, allowing her to shine a
light on a toxic culture that was hurting a school community. These
pieces were extensively researched and highly engaging. It’s a fine
example of journalism holding the powerful to account, on behalf of
those who've suffered in silence.

Matt Bamford, ABC Online, PM, ABC Radio, ABC News WA, “Balgo”

Chantelle Francis, The Weekly Times, “Animal activists”

SUPPORTED BY:

Google
News Initiative
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2020 Walkley Young Australian Journalist of the Year Awards
Visual Storytelling

This award replaces the photography and television/video journalism categories and
emphasises the use of camera or graphic skills (sometimes combined with audio) to tell

a story. It includes still photography, TV and video journalism and camerawork, and can
include sound slides and photo film. It also covers artwork, which includes illustrations,
digital photo illustrations, cartoons, or information graphics displaying creativity, innovation
and style, combined with artistic technique. Criteria include storytelling, courage, public
impact, creativity, innovative use of technology, technical ability and resourcefulness.
Entries can include mixed production teams.

WINNERS: Marty Smiley, Jack Tulleners and Pat Forrest, SBS TV On Demand and Online,
“Christian Democratic Party”

Judges’ comment: This entry was an
immediate standout for the judges.
Original, creative and compelling.
The storytelling choices - including
interesting interview locations,
plotting the story alongside chess
moves, and getting one of the talent
to provide the soundtrack - all added
to a theatrical and engaging documentary-style piece. The entry made politics interesting
and accessible to a younger audience.

Dion Georgopoulos, The Canberra Times,
“Australian bushfire coverage”

Tom Joyner, 7.30, ABC, “Australia’s summer of fires”

SUPPORTED BY:

news




6 The 2020 Mid-Year
Celebration of Journalism

2020 Walkley Young Australian Journalist of the Year Awards
Public Service Journalism

This award aims to celebrate journalism’s role in informing citizens as part of our
democratic system. It is about journalism that aims to make a difference, with tangible
public benefit to the community. Entrants can submit a single piece of work or up to three
pieces of related work.

WINNER: Annabel Hennessy, The West Australian, “Kill or Be Killed? The First Chapter:
The incarceration of Jody Gore”

Judges’ comment: Hennessy’s investigation shone a light on the justice
system, leading to the release of a woman imprisoned for killing her
abusive ex-partner and changes to legislation for domestic violence
victims. Her reporting was a powerful example of how journalism can
make a difference.

Luke Henriques-Gomes, Guardian Australia,
“Reporting on Australia’s welfare system”

Marty Smiley, SBS TV On Demand and Online,
“Service to migrant community”

SUPPORTED BY: A/
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2020 Walkley Young Australian Journalist of the Year Awards
Student Journalist of the Year

This award is open to undergraduate and postgraduate students. Work must have been
either published or submitted for assessment. Entrants must be full-time students with the
majority of their time dedicated to studying. The award winner and finalists are chosen on
the basis of journalistic excellence, including newsworthiness, research, writing, production,
incisiveness, impact, ethics, originality, innovation and creative flair.

WINNER: Andre Nassiri, University of New South Wales and newsworthy.org.au, “The dark
side of Africa’s ‘poster child” and “Who wins when Rwanda plays the ‘genocide guilt card™

L Judges’ comment: Nassiri’s submission deals with complex issues -
including decades of politics, personalities and power - in a way which
makes them accessible. The articles use personal experiences well and
weave them in with geopolitical observations, interviews, quotes,
statistics and facts - not easy to do. An excellent and fascinating read.

Nibir Khan, University of Queensland and ABC, “Rohingya refugee
families torn apart as loved ones trapped on opposite sides of the world”

Andrea Thiis-Evensen, Monash University, Mojo News and ABC News,
“It was the worst day of our lives’: Bereaved parents say we must talk
about youth suicide” and “Melbourne women claim they are being
targeted by fake rideshare drivers”

SUPPORTED BY:

macleay college
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Walkley Foundation Leadership

Chief Executive
Louisa Graham

Walkley Directors
Marina Go, chair
Adele Ferguson
Michael Janda
Karen Percy
Marcus Strom
Lenore Taylor

Walkley Judging Board

Lenore Taylor, chair, Guardian Australia

Claire Harvey, deputy chair, The Sunday Telegraph
Natalie Ahmat, NITV News

Michael Bachelard, The Age

Michael Brissenden, 4 Corners, ABC

Patricia Karvelas, ABC Radio National Drive

Mags King, The Sydney Morning Herald, The Age
and The Australian Financial Review

Deborah Knight, Nine

Stella Lauri, WIN Television

John Lehmann, The Australian

Hamish Macdonald, ABC and Network 10

Mark Mallabone, The West Australian

Heidi Murphy, Mornings with Neil Mitchell, 3AW693
Bhakthi Puvanenthiran, ABC Life

Tory Shephard, The Advertiser

Walkley Public Fund Committee
Kate Haddock

Kate Julius

Jim Nolan

Alan Sunderland

Pamela Williams The
Walkley
Foundation

Walkley Foundation Limited
ABN 99 164 809 349

245 Chalmers St
Redfern NSW Australia 2016
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IMPORTANT DATES

Walkley Awards
Entries close at
midnight on Monday
August 31, 2020

General Finalist
Annou ents (Sydney,
Melbou

Thursday October 15, 2020

Walkley Book Shortlist
Announcement
Thursday November 5,
2020

65th Walkley Awards Gala
Dinner (Tamworth)

Friday November 20,

2020 at the Tamworth
Regional Entertainment and
Convention Centre (TRECC)

L SEND US YOUR
BEST WORK AND
GO FOR GOLD!

Visit walkleys.com
for award information



Congratulations to all
finalists for the 2020
Mid-Year Celebration

Now more than ever, high-quality journalism is
having a profound effect on the lives it touches.
That's why we're proud to celebrate the 2020
Walkley Foundation Mid-Year Celebration
finalists and winners. It is also why we are
supporting the news industry through the
Facebook Journalism Project with programs
such as our COVID-19 Relief Fund and the
Reader Revenue Accelerator. These initiatives
are supporting news organisations as they
continue to produce important, meaningful
journalism and build sustainable newsrooms to
serve and inform all Australians.

Read more about our collaboration with the
news industry and highlights from our partners
both in Australia and around the world at our
online home: facebookjournalismproject.com.

facebook Y Journalism Project



